CHAPTER    XXX
THE NAVAL AGITATION
1908-9
BOSNIA-HERZEGOVINA was by no means the only trouble
in Europe in the year 1908. In November a short but acute
crisis flared up between France and Germany about the harbouring
of German deserters from the French Foreign Legion by the German
Consul at Casablanca. Once more swords rattled and there was a
smell of powder in the air. But the French at this moment were
supporting Austria to the utmost limit that their alliance with Russia
permitted, and the Austrians repaid these services by intervening on
their behalf with the Germans. The Emperor Francis Joseph, who
had no wish to see his enterprise in the Balkans overlaid by any
other dispute, is supposed to have used his personal influence with
the German Kaiser, who happened to be visiting him at Ischl, for a
settlement with the French. Under these influences the storm subsided
as quickly as it had risen, but it was a reminder that Morocco was
still a danger-point.
To the same period belongs the strangest indiscretion among many
committed by the German Kaiser. That was the publication on
October 29 of the interview in the Daily Telegraph in which he poured
out his grievances and complained of the ingratitude with which the
English had requited his efforts to keep the peace between them and
his own subjects. It has been said of this interview that if some
ingenious person had set himself to pack into a few thousand words
all the things most calculated to set Germans and English by the ears,
he could hardly have done better. The Kaiser said he took as " a
personal insult" the* " distortions and misrepresentations " by the
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